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       Pastor Julie Barger 
        pastorjuliebarger@gmail.com 
 

  Pastor’s Ponderings- 
Once again, we find ourselves in the season of Lent. This year’s season 

of 40 days is from Ash Wednesday on February 26 to Easter on April 12, 

2020. Lent is a time for walking with Jesus in the wilderness. A time to 

come face to face with what tempts us and drives us from God and fellow 

humans. A time to step back from our priorities of the world and 

recommit ourselves to priorities of God. 

Lent is unique as a season of the church’s liturgical calendar. There isn’t 

anything like it in the secular world. I think that’s because it goes against 

the typical message of the world which says, “It’s all about me!” Instead, 

we are asked to look inward and realize that being a disciple of Jesus 

means it’s not all about us. We readjust our view to focus on our 

relationship with God and our fellow human beings as the core in our 

lives. Lent is the time to locate that nagging feeling that we have missed 

something very important in the hustle and bustle of everyday life. To 

repent and reconnect with the life-giving God who loves us so.  

This season of inwardly taking stock of our lives doesn’t have to be a 

depressing time of giving up things that give us pleasure. It is more about 

taking a detour from those things that deter us from Christ. For our 

deepest joy is to be one with Christ. We find our joy and unity in Jesus 

when we are true to who we are created to be. We find joy and wholeness 

when we listen and participate to God’s call for abundant life for all 

creation.  

One idea to encourage us in abundant life for all creation is to choose an 

action during Lent that will environmentally benefit our planet. Choose 

something you don’t currently do that you could commit to doing during 

the season of Lent. Perhaps it’s reusing plastic grocery bags or using 

cloth or mesh bags instead. Maybe you choose to recycle your Keurig 

coffee pods or reduce your vehicle emissions by walking instead of 

driving for shorter trips. It could be buying environmentally friendly 

products like cleaners, soaps and shampoos without sulfates or aerosols. I 

recently bought my grandson a toy boat made out of recycled milk 

cartons! Made by a company called Green Toys, this colorful boat floats 

and it can be sanitized by putting it in the dishwasher too! What a joy to 

give something fun that makes the world a better place! 

Calvary is blessed to share this Lenten worship season with our Two 

Rivers Ecumenical Ministry (TREM) Group again this year. Our theme is 

“Journeying Through Lent with the Prophets.” The prophets spoke truth 

to God’s people in troubled times much like we experience today. Come 

and let God’s message of hope and unity speak through the prophets into 

your life.  

We will be posting the schedule of the Wednesday night worship rotation 

which begins March 4 at 6:30 p.m.  and I will be preaching at Grace 

Congregational UCC on March 4, so I hope you’ll join us! Calvary will 

be hosting worship on March 18 with a soup supper starting at 5:15 p.m. 

Father Dave Pleier from St. Peter the Fisherman will be preaching.      

 May you find renewal in your Lenten journey this season. 

Pastor Julie                                  
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Lenten Changes to Worship Services 

During Lent, and because of the addition of TREM worships on 

Wednesday evenings, there is a change to Calvary’s Thursday 

evening worship schedule. In March there will be only 2 services: 

on Thursday, March 12th and March 26th. Both will be lay lead and 

there will not be Holy Communion. Stay tuned for the remainder of 

the Lenten schedule and the Easter Week services in next 

month’s newletter!  

 

 

It’s Daylight Savings Time to Spring 

Forward 
Don’t forget to turn your clocks forward one hour on 

Saturday, March 7th before you go to bed, or you will 

be late for Sunday Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Rivers Ecumenical Ministries 

Lenten Worship Schedule 
 

TREM will sponsor a series of Wednesday evening worship 
services entitled: A Journey Through Lent With the 
Prophets. 
Five different pastors representing five different Christian 
faiths will teach us about five prophets who can help us on 
our Lenten Journey.  

Every Wednesday during Lent at 6:30 pm. 
 

March 4th 

Grace Congregational UCC, Two Rivers 
Rev. Julie Barger preaching on Micah 

March 11th 

St. Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, Two Rivers 
Rev. Dan Borchers preaching on Isaiah 

March 18th 

Calvary Lutheran Church, ELCA. Two Rivers 
Rev. David Pleier preaching on Habakkuk 
5:15 pm Soup Supper downstairs before the service. 

March 25th 

Zion United Methodist Church, Mishicot 
Rev. Kim Henning preaching on Obadiah 

April 1st 

Holy Family Memorial Hospital Chapel, Manitowoc 
Rev. Jane Sommers preaching on Hosea 
 

Offerings collected at these services will be donated to 
CORE Treatment Services, a 16-bed residential and day-
treatment alcohol and drug abuse treatment center in 
Manitowoc. 
 

 



Education News  
 

Here is our updated schedule for the 

month of March: 

March 1- Chili Cook-Off at 11:15 a.m.= 

Come and join the fun of a friendly 

competition and vote for your favorite chili! We hope to have 

storytellers after lunch and then there’s time for fun with 

others with board games. Bring your winter gear and sled if the 

weather is agreeable to go outdoors sledding. It will be a good 

time to connect with St. Paul families for food and fun! 

March 15- Children’s sermon during 8:30 a.m. worship (bring a 

box with something that reminds you of God’s presence)  

   

Confirmation students will be attending Ash Wednesday and 

the Lenten services on Wednesdays instead of class during 

Lent.  

   
BIRTHDAYS     

   

03/14 Brian  
03/14 Dolores  
03/15 Braylen  
03/15 Taylor  
03/19 Joan  
03/30 Louella  
03/30 Quinderra  
03/31 Danielle  

 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? 

Please let the office know.  

 
 
 
In Our Prayers 
 

  In thanksgiving for the ability to accept change. 
 

  We mourn with the family and friends of Diane Geimer who 

died in February. 
 

   For healing, especially: Mel , Kara, Bill & Carol, Suzette, 

Margaret, Robert, Marlene & Denise, Jim & Judy, Carol, Jim & 

Charlie, Stan, Jackie, Marcia, Kristy, Daryl, Joanne, Amy, and 

Darrick. 
 

     For those with cancer, especially: Joan, Cody, Lynn, Arda, 

and Wes. 
 

    For those with chronic illness and have asked for prayer: 

Richard, Tina, Carrie, Scott, Debra, and Kyle. 
 

    For those in the military, especially: Dawn, Benjamin, Peter, 

and Chad.       
 

     For those in care facilities or living with assistance, especially: 

Nancy, Shirley, Helen, and Gail. 

 
     Prayer requests can be made by filling out the form on the Prayer 
Ministry table in the Gathering Space or by talking to Pastor Julie.  
     In order to include names on our prayer list, we must have the direct 
and explicit permission of the person involved.  
 

 



New Bible Study Opportunity! 
 

“Walking in the Realm of the Real – a study in ROMANS.”   
Where? Fellowship Hall, St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Manitowoc.   
When? Monday evenings March 23, 30, April 6, 13, and 20 
(6:15 – 7:45 p.m.).   
Why?  Every church renewal plan insists that biblical study is a 
major key to energizing our congregations.  Yet only a small 
percentage of members actually attend group study, or even 
open their Bibles. 
 

Martin Luther stated that Romans gives the clearest 
description of the gospel.  He also advised that all Christians 
should memorize the book!  We can for-go the memorizing 
part – but there are substantial blessing in reading this book, 
in studying it together. 
   

Rev. Dr. Bruce Hanstedt will serve as a catalyst for these 
studies.  The joy of life together, renewing old friendships and 
creating new, sharing refreshments and being ‘fed’ with God’s 
Word are only some of the good things that can happen, 
especially if you join this ‘walk’ through Romans.   
 

Please contact St. Paul (920-682-1188) to attend.  Or notify 
Brian Shaw or Bruce Hanstedt . . . . or just come 
unannounced!  Hope to see you at St. Paul on March 23.  
 

              

 
Beer & Hymns 

 

Yep, it's exactly what it sounds like - we sing hymns 

and drink beer! Singing and chatting over a pint. 

Whether you sing from the hymnal every week or just 

want to tap into the nostalgia of your childhood,  

ALL are welcome!   

And, of course, this isn't just about the beer; it's 

about friends and community coming together. So, if 

alcohol isn't for you, please feel free to order a Root 

Beer instead.  

 

Join us for a rousing good time full of much laughter, 

good will, and robust singing.  

Thursday, May 14, 2020 from 5:30 PM to 8:00 

PM 

At the 

Best Western Hotel & Convention Center 

1 N Main Street 

Oshkosh, WI 54901 
 



 
Chili Cook-Off and Game Day  

Sunday, March 1st at 11:15 a.m. 
  

Do you have a favorite chili recipe that you love to make? 
Sign-up sheet in the Gathering Space 

 (Chicken soup will also be on the menu.) 
There is also a sign up for deserts and other items. 

We’ll enjoy tasting and voting for the best chili served. 
  

Everyone is invited! You don’t have to bring anything to 
come, 

there is always plenty of food for everyone! 
  

After the meal, we’ll have plenty of board and card games to 
play. Bring your favorite family friendly game to share with 
others also. If the weather is nice and there’s snow, children 
of all ages can go sledding outside so bring your sled and 
winter gear and have some fun! Come and join us for food, 
fellowship and fun! 
 

Women's Spring Event April 18 

Yes, even in Wisconsin, spring will eventually arrive! 
Come celebrate the “Beauty of the Earth” on Saturday, 
April 18 at Peace Lutheran (west of Green Bay). It will be 
a time to grow in faith and enjoy fellowship as we learn. 
Keynote speaker Venice Williams is a frequent 
contributor to Gather magazine and the Executive 
Director of Alice's Garden Urban Farm in Milwaukee. 

She has a wonderful way of sharing how gardening and 
food feed both our souls and our bodies. In kind gifts will 
go to Brown County Community Gardens Program to 
help fight food insecurity. The event is open to all women 
and childcare will be provided. For registration or more 
information, check in the church office or contact Shirley 
at spaulson1949@gmail.com . 

 

TREP NEWS 
The Calvary Souper Bowl Sunday Drive donated 150 

food items to the pantry. Thank You! 
Calvary’s reverse offering in November and December 

brought in 459 items weighing 398 lbs. 
 

If you have fundraising experience or would like to help 
at the Pantry by taking clients through for food, or to 
work in back or help stock shelves (something really 
needed), please contact the TREP Coordinator, Lynn 

Skarvan at 920 793-5364 
Monday, Wednesday, & Friday mornings. 

 

In March, Calvary will have another reverse offering 
opportunity. 

 

 We also look forward to:  
The Boy Scout Food Drive in April  

And 
The Postal Workers Food Drive in May! 

 
 
 

mailto:spaulson1949@gmail.com


Companion Comparison 
Calvary is connected to a companion congregation in South 
Africa. This was an initiative from our national ELCA church 
body who sees the value in companion relationships across 
the globe. Rather than a mission-oriented focus where there 
is a giver and a receiver, the companion relationships focus on 
global relationships where we walk together in our faith 
journey for mutual support and learning.  
Each of our 64 ELCA synods is matched with one of the 140 
international member churches of the Lutheran World 
Federation. Our companion synod match in the East Central 
Synod of Wisconsin is the Western Diocese of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in South Africa (ELCSA).  
Our companion church connection with South Africa gives us 
a perspective of Lutheran faith globally. Here’s a comparison 
of our organizational structure which is very similar to one 
another.     
 

 Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA) 

 Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Africa 

(ELCSA) 

 

 East Central Synod of Wisconsin 

 Western Diocese 

 

 Green Bay Conference 

 Odi Circuit 

 

 Calvary Lutheran Church in Two Rivers, 

Wisconsin 

 Mmakau Lutheran Church in Ga-Rankuwa 

Republic of South Africa  

 
 
 
South Africa 
Our companion church is in the 
North West Providence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Africa 
South Africa 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



March 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
8:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
9:30 am Fellowship 
11:15 am Chili 
Cookoff @ St Paul 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm AA 

3 
 
9am -11am Quilters 
 
 
 
7:00 pm NA 

4 
6:30 pm TREM Lenten 
Service @ Grace 
Cong. UCC 
 
 
7:00 pm AA  

5 
 
No Worship 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Al-Anon 

6 7 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm AA 

8 
 
8:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
9:30 am Fellowship 
 

9 

 
11:00 am Bible 
Study @ St. Paul 
 
7:00 pm AA 

10 
 
9am -11am Quilters 
6:00 pm Council 
Meets 
7:00 pm NA 

11 
6:30 pm TREM Lenten 
Service @ St. Peter 
the Fisherman 
Catholic Church 
7:00 pm AA 

12 
 
 
6:30 pm Worship  
 
 7:00 pm Al-Anon 

13 
 
 
 

14  
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm AA 

15 
8:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion & Kids 
Sermon 
9:30 am Fellowship 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

16 

 
11:00 am Bible 
Study @ St. Paul 
 
 
 

7:00 pm AA 

17 
 
9am -11am Quilters 
 
 
 
 

7:00 pm NA 

18 
6:30 pm TREM Lenten 
Service @ Calvary 
 
 
 

 
7:00 pm AA 

19 
 
 
No Worship 
 
 
 

  7:00 pm Al-Anon 

20 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6:00 pm AA  

22 
 
8:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion  
9:30 am Fellowship   
 

23 
11:00 am Bible 
Study @ St. Paul 
6:30 pm Bible Study 
on Romans @ St. 
Paul 
7:00 pm AA 

24 
 

9am -11am Quilters 
 
 
 

 

7:00 pm NA 

25    
6:30 pm TREM Lenten 
Service @ Zion 
Methodist, Mishicot 
 
 
7:00 pm AA 

26 
 
 

6:30 pm Worship  
 

 

7:00 pm Al-Anon 

27 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 pm AA 

29  
                   
 8:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion  
9:30 am Fellowship   
 

30                          
11:00 am Bible 
Study @ St. Paul 
 
 
 
 

7:00 pm AA 

31   
                              
9am -11am Quilters 
 
 

 
 

7:00 pm NA 

    

 
 


