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One of my favorite seasons of our liturgical year is Advent. It reminds me of candles glowing in the darkness and beautiful songs of waiting and wondering. What a wonderful mystery we ponder as we wait in joyful hope for Jesus. Truly one of the most beautiful names of all - Emmanuel “God with us” - rings out in our hearts. In the darkness of the world when it seems that violence and disasters are commonplace, we need the light of hope that shines in the night. The light of Jesus, the Son of God, born in a manager and is born in our hearts on Christmas Day.  
This true light from God becoming incarnate in flesh is not to be taken as a sentimental event, but as something truly miraculous that we cannot fully comprehend. Dietrich Bonhoeffer explains this so meaningfully in his writings; 
We have become so accustomed to the idea of divine love and of God’s coming at Christmas that we no longer feel the shiver of fear that God’s coming should arouse in us. We are indifferent to the message, taking only the pleasant and agreeable out of it and forgetting the serious aspect, that the God of the world draws near to the people of our little earth and lays claim to us.
                                           God is in the Manager, p. 8

God indeed draws near to us in Jesus Christ. May the Holy Spirit open our hearts and minds to the wonder and awe of the Word made flesh this Advent season.  

Pastor Julie
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Just a reminder: SPECIAL ORDERS OF SCRIP MUST BE IN BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 in order to receive your gift cards in time for Christmas. 

………………………………………………………………………………………
Calvary’s Ongoing Partnership with Koenig & Magee Schools

A huge thank you for your generosity!  Calvary has just donated 44 pairs of pants and 57 pairs of underwear to Koenig school.  The clothing will be used for the younger children who may have spills or accidents and need a fresh change of clothing.  What a wonderful blessing for us to be able to help make some little one’s day go better!

Here is the line-up for the next few months:

DECEMBER:  our Magic Closet collection will take a break so that Calvary can concentrate on supporting the TREP light bulb gift campaign. 

JANUARY - FEBRUARY: It’s germ season.  Let’s help out our area teachers with donations of facial tissues, hand sanitizer, and disinfecting wipes.  We will share the items among our Two Rivers public schools and the teachers within our Calvary family.

MARCH: Clarke Middle School’s turn for support.  We will be collecting clothing items for students who may not have access to new or good condition clothing.  More information on sizes and items requested as we get closer to March.

THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF OUR COMMUNITY’S YOUNGSTERS!
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Advent and Christmas
Worship Schedule
With the beginning of Advent, the first of 4 Thursday night Holden Evening Services will begin on November 29.
If you like a musical service, you will like Holden. 6:30pm.
[image: C:\Users\General\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\AK1BTXUJ\cfry-Holly[1].png]
Sunday, Dec. 16, is the traditional Children’s Service with communion. 8:30 am. Bring your cameras and smart phones!
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Sunday, Dec. 23, Calvary hosts St. Paul members for a combined congregational worship service with fellowship to follow. (Somebody  please sign up to bring treats!) 9:00 am.
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Monday, Dec. 24 is Christmas Eve with a 7pm Candle lighting Service, including the Calvary Choir.
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Tuesday, Dec. 25, Christmas Day, there will be no worship service at Calvary. The will be a 9:00 am combined congregational worship service hosted at St. Paul Lutheran in Manitowoc and Calvary members are invited. 
[image: C:\Users\General\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\AK1BTXUJ\cfry-Holly[1].png]
On Thursday, Dec. 27 and Sunday, Dec. 30, worship will be at the usual times, 

         [image: ]
Merry Christmas to all !







Who Are Your Council Members?

This Month: Vice President
Cindy Schmidt

I was born and raised in Geneva Illinois.  I went from kindergarten to high school with the same kids.
I attended college at Augustana College in Rock Island Il.  That’s where I met my husband, Gary.  I spent three years there and then my internship at St Therese Hospital in Waukegan Il.
Gary and I were married in June of 1974--then moved to Two Rivers that fall.  He was still a student at UWGB and this was the closest place that I found a job. I worked at the Doctors Clinic(now Aurora) for 15 years as a medical technologist and then at the Manitowoc Clinic for another 28 years until it closed.  Currently I work at all four local Aurora clinics.
We have four children--Christy(Marino) and her children Ana and Lindsay, Tim(Katie) and kids Connor and Alexandra, Andy(Alyssa) and son Matthew, Elizabeth(Eric) and their sons Corban and Noah.
Gary was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in 2013 and died in August of 2014.
I enjoy all the grandkids.  They now range in age from 1 to 18.  I like to sing--in church choir and the Capital Civic Center Community Choral.  I also enjoy gardening, reading, biking, swimming, and spending time with friends. I was lucky enough to have a couple of great trips in the past couple of months--to Alaska and Arizona.Calvary


Ladies of Calvary              [image: C:\Users\General\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\DX4T7CP2\party[1].gif]

The annual Christmas Luncheon will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 11th at 11:30am.
This year it will be held at Two Rivers Family Restaurant. It will be hosted and paid for by the Quilters. We will be ordering off the menu. The sign- up sheet is in the Gathering Space
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2019 Giving Envelopes

Next year’s giving envelopes will be available for pick up at the church the last two Sundays in December.  Since many members are now using online money transfers to share their financial gifts with Calvary, we are able to save money by purchasing fewer sets of envelopes.  Because of this change, many of you will have new envelope numbers in 2019.  With the assignment of new numbers to families, it will be extremely important to take care to do three things to ensure accurate financial record keeping:

1. Use your 2018 envelopes through December.
2. Throw away any leftover 2018 envelopes at the end of the year.
3. Use only 2019 envelopes beginning January 1.

Please remember: Your donations are listed on financial statements for taxes based on the Sundays they are processed NOT on the date on the envelope.  Thursday evening offerings are processed on the following Sunday.  If you would like a donation to be included on your 2018 giving statement, please make sure mailed offerings are received at church by Thursday, December 26 so they can be processed on Sunday, December 30.

I truly appreciate your help!  Thank you,
Lori Williams
Calvary’s Financial Secretary



[image: ]In Our Prayers

    In thanksgiving for all God’s gifts to us, which we use everyday.
   
   For healing for Don, Steve – husband of Georgette, Wanda - a friend of Ben D., Gary – father of Brian J., Amy – Marcia N.’s daughter, and Darrick.
   
   For those with cancer, especially JoAnn – friend of Sonja D., Darrell, Chris – son of Lori & Jim W., and Chris – friend of Brian J.

   For those with chronic illness and have asked for prayer: Richard – brother of Dave D., Tina – Teri Wagner’s friend, Carrie – Diane G.’s daughter, Scott, Georgette – Dave & Sonja D.’s daughter, Debra, Sandra, Theo and her mother – friends of Kay F., and Kyle – Kay F.’s grandson.

  For those in the military, especially Dawn– niece of Sonja D., Benjamin, and Peter – grandsons of Ollie P.
   
   For those in care facilities or living with assistance, especially, Shirley P, Helen C, Gertrude  K, Gail W and Barb B.

   For those who have lost loved ones in the last month, especially the friends and families of Nancy Ruoho and Vivian Waskow. 

Prayer requests can be made by filling out the form on the Prayer Ministry table in the Gathering Space or by talking to Pastor Julie. 
In order to include names on our prayer list, we must have the direct and explicit permission of the person involved.
Sunday Supper needs workers

Judy Goodchild is looking for 1-2 people to help out with Sunday Supper at St Peter the Fisherman on Jan 27. Calvary used to host a night, but we are no longer able to do so. Judy just needs a little help--the food is all taken care of. I will not be able to help as I have other plans that weekend.
If you are interested, contact Judy at 794-4787 or goodchildmom@gmail.com. If you have any questions you can contact me, Cindy Schmidt, 793-4982 or cas3761@gmail.com.


TREP News
Christmas Bulbs for Gifts are in the Gathering Area for TREP’s Kids. Please sign your name next to the bulb number you take and return the gift to Calvary by Dec. 2nd. Follow the directions on the back of the bulb.

TREP current needs are: 
· rice, 
· ramen noodles,
· meals in a can
· soup
· mac & cheese
· toilet paper


[bookmark: _GoBack]Newsletter deadline for January’s issue is December 15.
Caring for Creation[image: C:\Users\General\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\AK1BTXUJ\simple_leaf[1].png]

The LORD God took the man and put   
   him in the Garden of Eden to till it and   
   keep it.                     Genesis 2:15

   You shall not defile the land in which    
   you live, in the midst of which I dwell; 
   for I the LORD dwell in the midst of 
   the people of Israel.       
                               Numbers 35: 34 

   And I brought you into a plentiful land   
   to enjoy its fruits and its good things.   
   But when you came in you defiled my 
   land, and made my heritage an 
   abomination.
                                    Jeremiah 2:7 
 
Caring for God’s Creation, this is not just an ecologist’s dream, it is a purpose bestowed on us by our creator. Dominion over the Earth was clearly not about using our resources just as we please but to be caretakers, to maintain balance, and to tend to the Garden from which we were made and given privilege.

 Our Congregation has started a new task force whose mission is to help us become better servants of God by improving our footprint on this planet. We ask for additional members to join us in assessing our needs, suggesting means of improvement, and addressing the complications that arise as we tend our portion of this planet. 

Our next meeting, on January 7, 6PM, in the gathering space. In the meantime our current participants will begin the tasks that connect our mission to the Word of God, Educate our Congregation on various aspects of improving both here, at church, and at home, establish and implement policies through our Church Council, and to explore means of improving our use of sustainable products and fair practices as they pertain to our mission.  
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Salvation Army Kettle Bell Ringers Needed

The Salvation Army is looking for volunteers to man their Christmas kettles. The organization’s many services in Manitowoc County include a food pantry, children’s programs, teen center, a free medical clinic, ex-offender’s programs and more. Christmas donations comprise nearly half the annual budget, so the importance of your help cannot be overstated. 

Your church can either encourage members to sign up as individuals, or the church can reserve a block of time and fill it internally. In either case the church can “make a group” at Register to Ring for the members to identify with. 

SIGN UP online at RegistertoRing.com or call (920) 684-7117. 

If you have any questions, I can be reached at this email, or at jgarrington5@gmail.com, or by phone at (920) 242-5378. 

Thank you again for your support. God bless you and your ministry! 
Jim Garrington 
Major (R)
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	 

	
	
	
	
	
	1
6:00 pm AA

	2
8:30 am Worship w/Communion 
9:30 am Fellowship
9:45 am Sunday School
	3
    



7:00  pm AA
	4
9:00 am Quilters 



7:00 pm NA
	5


6:00 pm Confirmation
@ Calvary
7:00 pm AA
	6



  6:30 pm Worship 
7:00 pm Al-Anon
	7





	8




6:00 pm AA

	9
8:30 am Worship w/ Communion
9:30 am Fellowship
9:45 am Sunday School

	10




7:00 pm  AA
	11
9:00 am Quilters 

6:00 pm Council Meeting
7:00 pm N.A.
	12 


6:00 pm Confirmation
@ Calvary
7:00 pm AA
	13


 6:30 pm Worship
 w/Communion 
7:00 pm Al-Anon
	14




	15

Newsletter Deadline


6:00 pm AA

	16
8:30 am Children’s Christmas Program w/ Communion
9:30 am Fellowship
9:45 am Sunday School 
	17




7:00 pm AA
	18
9:00 am Quilters



7:00 pm N.A.
	19


6:00 pm Confirmation
@ Calvary
7:00 pm AA
	20        
   
 

 6:30 pm Worship 
 7:00 pm Al-Anon
	21




	22




6:00 pm AA 

	23
9 am Combined Congregations Worship w/ Communion @ Calvary
9:30 am Fellowship 
no Sunday School

	24
7 pm Christmas Eve
Worship w/ Communion


7:00 pm AA
	25
Christmas Day
Combined Congregations Worship w/ Communion @ St. Paul

Office closed
7:00 pm N.A.
	26


No Confirmation


7:00 pm AA
	27



 6:30 pm Worship
 w/Communion 
7:00 pm Al-Anon
	28




	29





6:00 pm AA

	30
8:30 am Worship w/ Communion
9:30 am Fellowship
no Sunday School

	31
New Year’s Eve
	Jan. 1
News Year’s Day

Office closed
	Jan. 2

No Confirmation

	
	
	



The Calvary Caller
1921 Adams Street
Two Rivers, WI 54241

A family of Christians
   growing in faith through worship and service.


December  2018 


SundaysA Winter Poem

It’s Winter in Wisconsin
  here we go
  sliding here,
  sliding there,
It’s time for the Wisconsin
  winter waddle,
Ice & snow
  here we go
Out the door
Waddle to the mailbox
Waddle to the store
Waddle to work
It’s Wisconsin Winter 
Waddle time
Watch your step
  do the Wisconsin
Winter Waddle,
And Spring will come!
  eventually.
KBF ‘09


8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Fellowship
9:45 am Sunday School

Wednesdays
6:00 pm Confirmation

Thursdays: 
6:30 pm Worship
7:15 Fellowship
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