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Pastor’s Ponderings 

With the cold wind blowing in the month of 

November, we will be turning to All Saints Day. 

Celebrated on Sunday November 4 this year, we will 

remember those who have died. This is a holy day as 

we commemorate those who rest in the promise of 

new life in Jesus Christ.  

Oftentimes we think of saints as super-holy people 

who had miraculous powers of faith. But being a saint 

isn’t about what we do. It is about what God does for 

us. Martin Luther helped us realize that we are all saint 

and sinner at the same time. We are all sinners, but we 

are forgiven through Christ. So, we are considered 

saints in the eyes of God because of the grace of Jesus.  

 When I think of All Saints Day, I think of the 

communion of saints gathered together around the 

altar of God. Believers of the past, present and future 

are considered holy from our redemption in Jesus 

Christ. We share this holy relationship with God and 

other believers, living and dead. One of the most 

wonderful illustrations of the communion of saints 

I’ve ever heard was from a seminary class where the 

communion of saints was shown around the altar. 

When we receive communion at the front of the altar, 

we can envision a half circle extending beyond the 

back of the altar where the believers who have died 

before us also gather together with us in the holy meal. 

What a beautiful illustration of the holy people of God 

gathering together in Christ. 

At our services on 

Thursday, November 1 and 

Sunday, November 4 we 

will remember, especially, 

our members of Calvary 

and loved ones of members 

who have died this past year:  

Dr. Erich Press Mike Luebke 

Joyce Beth  Eileen Tonkin 

Andy Fechner  Roland Puls 

James Landon 

We invite families and friends to light a candle and 

join in our service of remembrance for all those who 

have died who share in the hope of new life in Christ. 

May we gather together as holy people of God through 

the love and grace of Jesus Christ. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Julie          

                                         
 
 

ALL SAINTS CELBRATIONS 
6:30 pm Thurs. November 1 
8:30 am Sun. November 4 
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Who Are Your Council Members? 
 

This Month: Joe Bitto 
 

I am currently the President of the Calvary 

Church Council and also serve on the following 

committees - Property, Finance, Stewardship and 

Extended Ministry. 

  

Fun Facts: 
  

 I was born in Milwaukee only 2 months 

after my parents moved there from 

Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 My 3 sisters were all born in Germany. 

 As a child I spoke both English and 

German, unfortunately now I can only 

understand a little German. 

 I'm married to Bonny and have 2 sons. 

One living in Green Bay(Ben) and the 

other in Milwaukee(Bryan). 

 I am recently retired and enjoying it 

immensely. 

 I enjoy traveling, camping, sports, 

working outside and cooking. 

 I am an avid Packer, Badger and 

Brewer fan. 

 

  

 
 

BLANKET SUNDAY  
Thank you to all who have donated time 
and money to making Oct. 14th another 
successful event for this ministry. The 
Quilters work hard all year long, knowing 
that the members of Calvary are behind 
them and proud of what they do. Thank 
you, also, to those who helped get the 
boxes of quilts to 1st Lutheran. 
 

Continued… 

 

 

Youth Education News 
 

APPLEFEST 
Thank you to everyone who baked, worked 
the booth, or purchased the bakery for this 
event. 
We had another good year and the money 
earned goes toward teaching our children 
about our triune God, and what it means to 
be a Christian. 
Thank you for supporting Calvary’s Youth 
Education programs! 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Parents of Sunday School children, there 
are still some dates open, without a 
teacher. Leader guides are available and 
Pastor will gladly help you to step up and 
be active in your child’s faith life. 
 

CONFIRMATION 

We congratulate the following students 
on the Affirmation of their Baptism: 
Morgan Arneman, Kyle Bruhn, 
Connor Manthei, Jacob Rivest, and 
Harper Shimanek. Welcome them as 
confirmed and voting members of this 
congregation! 

…More thanks 

From Magee School: 
   Thank you for your generous donation 
of clothes for our “Magic Closet.”  
It will come in handy when we have a milk 
spill or accident. Thank you for thinking of 
our students at Magee. 
 



In Our Prayers 

    In thanksgiving for 
all God’s gifts to us, 
which we use everyday. 
    

   For healing for Don, Joanne, Steve, 
Wanda, Gary, Amy, and Darrick. 
    

   For those with cancer, especially Darrell, 
Nancy, Chris W., and Chris D.  
 

   For those with chronic illness and have 
asked for prayer: Richard, Tina, Carrie, 
Scott, Georgette, Debra, Sandra, Theo and 
her mother, and Kyle. 
 

   For those in the military, especially Dawn, 
Benjamin and Peter. 
    

    For those in care facilities or living with 
assistance, especially Vivian, Shirley, 
Hellen, Gertrude  , Gail and Barb. 
 

   For members who have lost loved ones in 
the last month, especially the friends and 
families of Rolland and James. 
 

Prayer requests can be made by filling out the form 
on the Prayer Ministry table in the Gathering Space 
or by talking to Pastor Julie.  
 

In order to include names on our prayer list, we 
must have the direct and explicit permission of the 
person involved. 

 

Does Anybody Read The 
Newsletter? 

We want to know if you read the newsletter. 
Along with other aspects of examining our 
environmental practices, we are looking at 
discontinuing the paper version of the 
newsletter. The publication could be sent out 
via email, saving the church budget on postage 
and paper. We could also simply put out a 
weekly  news page to go with the bulletin. Let 
us know your opinion. Call Teri at the office or 
e-mail: newletter@calvartr.org.

 
Christmas SCRIP 
Looking for a way to support Calvary 
without straining your budget?  Buy 
SCRIP on a regular basis.  It is for sale 
during regular office hours, after Sunday 
service and by request after Thursday 
night service. 
Purchase SCRIP cards for gas, 
groceries, restaurants and many other 
stores.  It doesn’t cost you any extra but 
it all adds up to big earnings for Calvary! 
And remember, SCRIP makes great 
gifts for the holidays.  We carry SCRIP 
for many area businesses but can also 
order any special SCRIP you might want 
for the holidays.  Special orders take 2 
weeks or so to come in.  Check with our 
SCRIP sellers to find out all the great 
gift cards available! 
SPECIAL ORDERS OF SCRIP MUST 
BE IN BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2 in 
order to receive your gift cards in time 
for Christmas.  

 
Should Calvary Be More Eco-
friendly? Can We? 
A new group is forming to discuss ways in 
which our church’s environmental practices 
can be improved.  
Some topics include what kinds of weed 
killers and cleaning agents we use, and how 
we can save on paper. 
If you are interested in this issue and wish 
to be part of the change we wish to see in 
our stewardship of God’s creation, call or 
email Stan Phelps: 920-901-3887 or 
phelp.sk@gmail.com. 
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Calvary’s Ongoing Partnership with Two Rivers Schools 
 

MAGIC CLOSET DONATIONS 
Thank you for your generous donations to our Magic Closet basket.  We were able to 
donate 13 pairs of pants and 40 pairs of underwear to Magee School. This month, we 
will be collecting for Koenig, where the need is even greater.  We are looking for boys 
or girls pants sizes 4 - 7.  Elastic or tie waist pants are especially needed as they are 
easier for the little ones to get on and off.  Gently used clothing is fine, so gather up 
your kids’ outgrown clothes, check out area rummage sales and take advantage of 
sales (or Kohl’s cash!) to fill up our basket again. 
 
READING BUDDIES 
If you are interested in being a reading buddy at either Koenig or Magee school, just 
stop in and chat with the office staff at either school.  A simple background check is all 
that is needed to get you started.  You are able to pick the days, times, and frequency 
of your volunteering.  Making a connection with our Two Rivers school kids will enrich 
their lives … and yours! 

 

Council Commentary 
 
 

The October church council meeting opened with a reflection on Romans 
5:5 “ and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”  An image of ships foundering at low tide … 
then righted and restored to function at high tide is used to illustrate the power of God’s 
promises.  God is on our side.  Trials we experience can distort our view of God, however, 
assurance of victory rests ultimately on the assurance that God truly loves us.  Most assuredly, 
our tide will come in. 

The rhythm of our church year includes the presentation, review and approval of our Annual 
Budget by the Council in advance of the November 11th Annual Meeting.  The Finance 
Committee prepared a proposed 2019 budget for consideration and approval by CLC Council. 
Areas of expense, income, and mortgage (BFA) were reviewed in detail.  Of note is the 
reduction in pastoral expense resulting from the shared call with St. Paul.  With the continued 
decline in projected giving, this was a critical step for CLC to sustain our presence and ministry.  
The anticipated budget deficit will be filled with designated reserve funds.  Indeed, we are 
blessed to have access to these funds until our “tide” can come in.  Special gifts, received in 
2018, have allowed CLC to accelerate the mortgage payment.  Of concern, is the continued 
gap between monthly payments and designated mortgage (BFA) giving.  If this continues, the 
Finance Committee recommends that a special educational appeal be conducted in the next 
year.   Council appreciation was expressed for the continued oversight of CLC’s financial 
position by the members of the Finance Committee.   The proposed 2019 budget was 



subsequently approved as presented for the final review and approval at the upcoming 
Congregational Meeting.  Council members will be available to address your questions in 
fulfillment of our fiduciary responsibility. 

Pastoral activities and perspectives from the past month were shared.  Worship was 
highlighted by Rally Day Sunday and the Installation Service at St. Paul.  The associated 
activities, from making Birthday Bags to the joint potluck meal, all served to build community 
connections.  A number of bible studies are being conducted this fall…Monday mornings at St. 
Paul and a Manitowoc Cluster Group study on Monday evenings.  A study, based on the book 
“Waking Up White”, is being planned beginning with the new year.  Sunday School parents are 
teaching classes for the K-6th graders as part of our “parent led, pastoral guided” program.   
Confirmation students have been meeting at St. Paul on Wednesday evenings and will 
continue there until the end of October followed by the next six weeks at Calvary. 
Reservations for confirmation camp at Crossways this summer are being coordinated with St. 
Paul.  Financial assistance is being provided from our Education Fund.  

The CLC Council has endorsed the concept of a joint leadership retreat with St. Paul.  The 
purpose is to facilitate the building of stronger connections within our shared ministry. 
Involving both church councils, this would include opportunities to align our programs with 
strengths and needs leading to the formation of task oriented teams extending out 
impact…breathing life into our structure.  A Crossways Camp venue would also lend itself to  

building a sense of community through fellowship.  Inquiries are being made as to possible 
dates in April or May for a Friday night through Saturday afternoon structure.  This spring 
timeline would allow incoming council members to join the existing council in the retreat. 

Opportunities for new community connections continue to be explored and developed.  These 
range from support of the “Magic Closet” to leadership in promoting eco-friendly practices.  
Programs, such as these, serve to align our passion to serve with the needs of our community. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brian Jensen 

 

 



November 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

   1 
 

All Saints 
6:30 pm Worship  
 
7:00 pm Al-Anon 

2 
 
 

3 
 

 

 

6:00 pm AA 

4 
All Saints 
8:30 am Worship 
w/Communion  
9:30 am Fellowship 
9:45 am Sunday School 

5 
     
 
 
 
 
7:00  pm AA 

6 
9:00 am Quilters  
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm NA 

7 
 
 
6:00 pm Confirmation 
@ Calvary 
 
7:00 pm AA 

8 
 

 
6:30 pm Worship 
w/Communion 
 
7:00 pm Al-Anon 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm AA 

11  
8:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
9:30 am Annual 
Budget Meeting 
9:45 am Sunday School 
 

12 

 
 
 
 
7:00 pm  AA 

13 
9:00 am Quilters  
 
 
6:00 pm Council 
Meeting 
7:00 pm N.A. 

14  
 
 
6:00 pm Confirmation 
@ Calvary 
 
7:00 pm AA 

15 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

 
6:30 pm Worship  
 
7:00 pm Al-Anon 

16 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm AA 

18 
 
8:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
9:30 am Fellowship 
9:45 am Sunday School  

19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm AA 

20 
9:00 am Quilters 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm N.A. 

21 
 
 
No  Confirmation 
 
 
 
7:00 pm AA 

22         

      
No Worship 

 

7:00 pm Al-Anon 

23 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm AA  

25 
8:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
9:30 am Fellowship 
9:45 am Sunday School 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm AA 

27 
9:00 am Quilters 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm N.A. 

28 
 
 
6:00 pm Confirmation 
@ Calvary 
 
 
7:00 pm AA 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Al-Anon 

30 
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November  2018 
 
A family of Christians 
   growing in faith through worship and service. 
 
Sundays 
8:30 am Worship 
9:30 am Fellowship 
9:45 am Sunday School 
 
Wednesdays 
6:00 pm Confirmation 
 
Thursdays:  
6:30 pm Worship 
7:15 Fellowship 
 

         
  
 
 
 


