
CALVARY CALLER 

September 2018 

Church Office     920-793-3917 
Office hours 10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

contactus@calvarytr.org 
Pastor Julie Barger 

pastorjuliebarger@gmail 
                                                               

 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

August is flying by and it’s hard to believe I am writing the newsletter for September already! I 

do love the relaxed days of summer, but there is also an excitement about the fall and going 

back to school. We see families getting school supplies and clothes and children preparing to 

see friends and classmates once more. There’s anticipation for learning new things and 

participating in the arts, sports and other activities.  

Some people think that this excitement is only for the youth, but we are never too old to enjoy 

learning! There is so much we can learn about that helps us maintain an open view of the world. 

By listening to another perspective or new information we can broaden our understanding. It 

helps us to stay relevant to what’s happening currently and to be flexible to new knowledge.  

When we think that we know it all, or don’t have time to learn something new, we shortchange 

ourselves.  This is especially true when it comes to learning about our faith. The Bible is called 

“the living Word” because Christ, the Word of God, is present when we read and think about 

scripture. The Bible is living because when we read Scripture, we can understand something 

different than before. We are not the same people each time we read a passage and it can help 

us to continue a deeper understanding. No matter how much time we spend on Scripture, the 

Holy Spirit inspires us so we can learn something new that we hadn’t thought of before.  

Take time to ponder, to question, and to learn in faith this fall. There are so many wonderful 

learning resources to help us grow in faith. We also have a bible study on Monday mornings at 

10:00 a.m. at St. Paul in Manitowoc that has been focusing on the text for the upcoming Sunday 

readings. It has been so helpful to have conversations about the reading and to gain a deeper 

understanding of the cultural and historical background of the text. We also have thought-

provoking discussions about how the text applies to our lives today. There are also plans for an 

evening bible study with Pastor Bruce coming this fall. Come and join us!             

Blessings, 

Pastor Julie       

 

mailto:contactus@calvarytr.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On Sunday, September 23 Pastor Julie 

will be officially installed as our pastor. 

Because St. Paul Lutheran- our partner 

congregation-has a larger seating 

capacity, the installation will take place 

there. This is still the installation of the 

pastor of BOTH congregations so there 

will be worship helpers from both 

congregations assisting in the celebration.  

As a result, there will be no worship 

service on Sunday at Calvary. 

But Wait There’s More… 
There will also be a celebration of 

fellowship and (of course) food 

afterward…a Pot Luck… and this is also a 

joint effort. Meats will be provided but 

we are asking the excellent cooks from 

both congregations to bring a side dish, 

salad, or dessert to share. 

Look for a signup sheet in the gathering 

space! 

 

Sunday, September 26th 

10:15 am worship  

with Pot Luck to follow 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

2601 South 10th St. 

Manitowoc, WI 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Communion Every 
Sunday 

 It’s definitely something to 
celebrate and it’s easier than ever to set 
up and clean up because we are using 
intinction! 
 Along with this change, the Altar 
Guild, under Pastor Julie’s guidance, will 
be reactivating. We invite past members 
as well as people who have never 
participated before to come make the 
table ready for Christ’s meal with us. 
 If you think you have the time and 
the ability to be part of this ministry, 
please contact Jean Hoffman at 553-3082 
or Pastor Julie or Teri at 793-3917. Watch 
for a meeting time TBA in the bulletins. 
 

                        

 It seems that we are all busy these 
days and Pastor Julie is no different. She is 
usually in her office at Calvary on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, but sometimes 
she must leave for a home visit, a meeting, 
or other outreach. 
 Being the pastor to two 
congregations isn’t an easy job but Pastor 
Julie jumps in with enthusiasm and grace. 
 Pastor Julie loves to talk with people 
who stop by, however she might not 
always be available. If you need to meet 
with her, please make an appointment or 
even just call before stopping in to make 
sure that she is in the office and not 
already occupied.  Thank You! 
  
 

Pastor Julie’s 

Installation is coming! 
 



 

    Featured Speakers 

Pastor Cindy Crane, Lutheran 

Office of Public Policy Director, 

on the Christian Roots of 

Advocacy  

Jennifer Deleon, WELCA 

Director Justice, on Immigration 

Katrina Shankland, State 

Representative, on Civic 

Engagement 101 

     
Breakout Session Topics 

Gun Violence 

Immigration 

Domestic Violence 

Poverty and Hunger 

Human Trafficking 

 

 

God's Work, Our Hands: Let's Get At It! 

Advocacy for 

Justice 

in Today's World 

Saturday, September 8, 2018 

8:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Good Shepherd Lutheran  

2000 Roosevelt Drive, Plover, WI 54467 

Join us to learn how ordinary people who feel passionately about 

issues can take small and large steps to make a difference in our world 

by following Cherish All Children's model of pray, educate, connect, 

and act.  

Lunch will be provided. A free will offering will be taken to cover 

expenses. 

This event is co-sonsored by Good Shepherd Lutheran Chruch and the 

Women of the ELCA, ECSW. 

It is free and open to the public. It is appropriate for high school 

students as well. 

Please register via Event Brite https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advocacy-

for-justice-tickets-45661662261?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  Contact Shirley 

Paulson spaulson1949@gmail.com for more information.  

 

 

 

  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advocacy-for-justice-tickets-45661662261?aff=ebdssbdestsearch#_blank
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/advocacy-for-justice-tickets-45661662261?aff=ebdssbdestsearch#_blank
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Rally Day- September 9th 

 On Sunday September 9, we will be celebrating Rally Day, when our faith education engages for a new year. 
Sunday School and Confirmation classes will be meeting regularly and we, as their congregation, support and 
encourage their learning (as well as adult opportunities to learn). We hope that you will have some cake with 
us after worship to celebrate learning and growing in faith! 

Because Rally Day is also God’s Work, Our Hands Day, our Education committee has thought of a unique 
project that we can participate in which would benefit children in our community. We would like to make 
Birthday Bags for children whose families have limited resources to provide. A birthday bag would be available 
to help celebrate this special time in their lives as beloved children of God. The birthday bags will be made 
available through TREP (Two Rivers Mishicot Ecumenical Pantry). We are collecting new items for these 
birthday bags now until September 9. On Rally Day after the 8:30 service, we will put these bags together with 
these items: 

cake mixes 
jars of frosting 
birthday candles 
children’s books (variety of reading levels) 
medium-sized gift bags  
 
We will have a box in the gathering Area where you can leave these purchased items in or see Pastor Julie or 
Teri in the office if you would like to donate money toward this project.  
Thank you for your involvement! 
 
Education Committee  
  



Rally Day Bibles for 

Calvary’s Youth 

Each year Calvary presents Bibles to 
Sunday School students who are entering 

third grade (or higher who have not yet 
received a Bible) as part of our Rally Day 

service.  This is part of honoring our 
congregation’s baptismal commitment to 

“put the Word of God into the hands” of 
those who are baptized here. The Bible will 

be used throughout the child’s education, 
including Sunday School, First Communion 

and Confirmation classes. 

Bibles will be presented to students on 
Rally Day, Sunday, September 9th. Please 

fill out the forms available in the Gathering 
Space for any student who is in need of a 

Bible.  Return it to the church office by 
Sunday, August 26th, so that the child’s 

name can be inscribed inside the cover. 

Sunday School News 
  

 With the vacancy of our Youth 
Education Director, Pastor Julie is 
exploring ideas for restructuring 
Sunday School. If you are the parent 
of a Sunday School student, Pastor 
will be contacting you to be part of 
the conversation and to share your 
ideas and concerns. 

 

Choir Director Opening 
1st Lutheran Church in Manitowoc is 
looking for a choir director for their 
Chancel and Resurrection Trinity Choirs. 
Send resumes to: First Lutheran Church 

Board of Personnel 
521 N 8th Street 
Manitowoc, WI 54220  

In Our 
Prayers 

   
 In thanksgiving for our partners in ministry at 
St. Paul Lutheran Church.  
    

   For healing for Tina – Teri Wagner’s friend, 
Gary Jensen – father of Brian Jensen, Amy 
Russell – Marcia Nolan’s daughter, and 
Darrick Whitehouse. 
    

   For those with cancer, especially Nancy 
Ruoho, Chris Williams – son of Lori & Jim 
Williams, and Chris Decker – friend of Brian 
Jensen. 
 

   For those with chronic illness and have 
asked for prayer: Carrie Curcio – Diane 
Geimer’s daughter, Scott Spiering, Georgette 
Blucher – Dave & Sonja DeVore’s daughter, 
Julia Schwark– Jenine Soucoup’s friend, Debra 
Hinze, Sandra Fechner, Theo Hoffman and 
her mother – friends of Kay Fechner, and Kyle 
Dehart – Kay Fechner’s grandson. 
 

  For those in the military, especially Dawn 
Orta – niece of Sonja DeVore, Benjamin 
Mattes, and Peter Mattes – grandsons of Ollie 
Press. 
    

   For those in care facilities or living with 
assistance, especially Vivian Waskow, Shirley 
Puls, Hellen Christoffel, Gertrude Kaminsky, 
Gail Winter and Barb Bentshawel. 
    

***************************** 

October Newsletter Deadline is 
September 15 

newsletter@calvarytr.org 

Editor: Teri Wagner 

mailto:newsletter@calvarytr.org


 
 
 
 

Beginning Monday, October 1st, Pastor Bruce Hanstedt 
will be hosting a weekly Bible study on the book of 2 Corinthians. 

 
                OF DEVILS AND ANGELS … 
                        AND A NOW EMPTY CROSS 

The Book of 2 Corinthians 
 
 

Time:  6:15-7:45 p.m.      
Dates:  Monday evenings: Oct. 1 - Nov. 5    
Place:  St. Paul Lutheran Church (lower level entrance) 
Summary: 
Our study in II Corinthians will deal with a very specific interaction: The crisis between the apostle Paul 
and the Christian community that he founded in Corinth.  Paul expresses his personal experience during 
this crisis as having “. . . much distress and anguish of heart and with many tears.” 
 

So strife can happen in congregations and we often ask ‘Why?”  Today we would seek explanations in the 
sciences, perhaps mainly in psychology.  And yet when we begin to read  
II Corinthians we are confronted with a whole different dynamic.  There is a reference to Satan (2:11), 
then to ‘the god of this world’ (4:4), and there is considerable language that picks up the imagery of a 
violent on-going battle (6:3 and following and again in chapter 10) between God and … what? … or who? 
 

So how do we deal with this type of language that is foreign to the sophisticated among us, we who 
assume that we dwell in a sterile antiseptic universe governed by the laws of science?   
It appears often in scripture, this talk of devils and angels.  Is it in any way relevant for our time?  And, by 
the way, how does Good Friday and the cross of Christ relate to biblical images of battle?  We sing about 
these issues in worship.  We really do.  Read again the words of Martin Luther’s hymn, “A Mighty Fortress 
Is Our God.”   
 

Please attend these sessions, especially if you sense conflict and struggle are not absent from the arena 
in which you live.  Because angels are involved and the cross is now empty there will be joy, fun, 
laughter and good fellowship, especially if you are present! 

 
  



Council Commentary 

The August Council meeting began with a message and a challenge to examine our actions and their 
subsequent reactions in our daily lives.  As Christians, we are called to participate in bringing justice 
where injustice is present.  This goes beyond just an awareness of our actions.  Rather, it is a 
willingness to act by listening and doing.  Simply put, “social justice is love in action.” 

Representatives from the Reimagining Committee presented their vision for Calvary and, in the 
process, underscored the message that began our meeting.  They recommended that we pursue the 
addiction recovery path initiated this past spring.  This builds on a very real community need and the 
energy and momentum generated from their earlier efforts.  Community partnerships will be explored 
leading to a Recovery Celebration Festival to be held in 2019.  The Council endorsed this direction 
and committee actions. 

Discovery and outreach continue with Pastor Julie.  In her pastoral report to Council, she shared that 
participation in the Community Care Day proved effective in connecting with area 
agencies/resources.  Similarly, the initial meeting with the TREM group generated a number of 
concepts for shared ministry in the community.  Among the ideas is possible work with the TR 
Schools to collect and manage items needed for their Magic Closet.  Closer to home, the ebb and 
flow of worship services at both congregations is going well.  Appreciation for lay leadership support 
has been expressed with ongoing planning coordinated by Teri and through regular meetings. Online 
resources for worship planning will be shared with lay leaders as well as with both congregations.   
Leadership empowerment extends to the education of our Sunday School and Confirmation students.  
Using the curriculum developed by Pastor Julie, the vision is to equip and empower these parents for 
work with their students.  In doing so, each learns and grows in faith.  The Council expressed the 
opinion that a strong and effective education program is critical to the future of our congregations. 

In reviewing the financial reports/status of CLC, the Council appreciates the sound fiscal 
management provided by our Treasurer and the Finance Committee.  It was noted that increases in 
Thrivent Choice dollars, Scrip and Rummage Sale contributions all served to reduce the projected 
budget deficit.  The importance of a revitalized Stewardship ministry was recognized by Council.  This 
ongoing process will be directed by a number of Council members – Joe Bitto, Kim Braun, Stan 
Phelps and Pastor Julie.  Please reflect on the message they present this fall and the true meaning of 
stewardship in our daily lives. 

Our shared ministry with St. Paul continues to evolve with offerings of a joint bible study on Monday 
mornings and through shared worship and education resources.  A milestone event, the Installation of 
Pastor Julie, is planned as a joint worship service on Sunday, Sept 23rd.  This service will be held at 
St. Paul with broad participation planned from both Calvary and St. Paul.  This will be followed by a 
fellowship meal with costs borne by each congregation and, in true Lutheran fashion, a coordinated 
“potluck”.  Please plan on attending and celebrating this important event in the life of our 
congregations! 



Adult Retreats at Crossways 
We offer a variety of enriching and restorative retreat experiences for adults only. Whether you're looking 
to escape for a weekend of quilting, scrapbooking, or to do other crafts, want to get away for weekend 
with your girlfriends, or like the idea of retreating to the northwoods for a weekend of outdoor adventure 
and enriching fellowship with brothers in faith, Crossways has something for you! 

Women's Wellness Retreat - TWO DATES! 

October 19-21, 2018 | Pine Lake Camp 

May 3-5, 2019 | Pine Lake Camp 

Cost: $145/person (housing in Evergreen Lodge) 

Registration deadline for OCTOBER retreat: October 5 

Registration deadline for MAY retreat: April 18   
Enjoy a weekend getaway: no meal prep, no cleaning, no work, limited distraction, and instead, plenty of restorative 

time, connection with others, and opportunities to reflect with God.  

Couples Retreat 

February 8-10, 2019 | Pine Lake Camp 

Cost: $275/couple (housing in Evergreen Lodge) 

Registration deadline: January 25th 

Enjoy a weekend getaway with your partner. No cooking, wonderful company, quality time, relaxation, and more! 

This retreat has become a highlight of our program year and we are thrilled to offer a third go-round in 2019. 

Program details are still in the works and a specific program flyer with our retreat schedule and more will be 

available late fall! 

Scrapbooking Retreat 

October 12-14, 2018 | Pine Lake Camp 

Housing in Evergreen - $145/person 

Housing in Juniper - $125/person 

Registration deadline: September 28 

 

Quilting Retreat 

November 16-18, 2018 | Pine Lake Camp 

Housing in Evergreen - $145/person 

Housing in Juniper - $125/person 

Registration deadline: November 2 

 

Open/General Crafting Retreat 

February 22-24, 2019 | Pine Lake Camp 

Housing in Evergreen - $145/person 

Housing in Juniper - $125/person 

Registration deadline: February 8 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
 

Join Us on Saturday, September 15 for the 
Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s.  On-site registration starts at the 
Manitowoc-Two Rivers YMCA at 8 a.m., with 
the opening ceremony at 9 a.m. and the walk 
immediately following.  In addition to the 1 
mile and 3 mile walk routes on Mariner’s 
Trail, participants will enjoy entertainment, 
snacks, and a special tribute to those who 
have experienced or are experiencing 
Alzheimer’s.  To register or join a team, visit 
www.alz.org/walk.  If you have questions or 
would like to volunteer for the event, contact 
Connie Thimmig, Director of Enrichment 
Services at Felician Village, at 920.684.7171 
x351 or cthimmig@felicianvillage.org. 

 

http://www.alz.org/walk
mailto:cthimmig@felicianvillage.org


September 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

     
 
 

1 
 

6:00 AA 

2 
8:30 am Worship 
w/Communion  
9:30 am Fellowship 

3 
     
 
 
 
7:00  AA 

4 
 
 
 
 
7:00 NA 

5 
 
 
 
 
7:00 AA 

6 
 
 

6:30 pm Worship  
 
7:00 Al-Anon 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
6:00 AA 

9 Rally Day 
8:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
9:30 am Fellowship & 
making Birthday Bags 
 

10 

 
 
 
 
7:00  AA 

11 
9:00 am Quilters  
 
6:00 pm Council 
Meeting 
7:00 N.A. 

12  
 
 
 
 
7:00 AA 

13 
 
6:30 pm Worship  
w/Communion 
 
7:00 Al-Anon 

14 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
Newsletter Deadline 
 
 
6:00 AA 

16 
8:30 am Worship w/ 
Communion 
9:30 am Fellowship  

17 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00 AA 

18 
9:00 am Quilters 
 
 
 
 
7:00 N.A. 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 AA 

20 
 
 
 
6:30 Worship  
 
7:00 Al-Anon 

21 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 AA  

23 Pastor’s 
Installation @ St. Paul 
Lutheran Church 
Joint Worship 
Pot luck and 
fellowship following. 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 AA 

25 
9:00 am Quilters 
 
 
 
 
7:00 N.A. 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 AA 

27 
 
 
6:30 Worship  
w/Communion 
 
7:00 Al-Anon 

28 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 AA 

30 
8:30 am EarthKeeping 
Worship 
w/Communion 
9:30 am Fellowship 

      



The Calvary Caller 
1921 Adams Street 
Two Rivers, WI 54241 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September  2018 
 
A family of Christians 
   growing in faith through worship and service. 
 
Sundays 
8:30 am Worship 
9:30 am Fellowship 
9:45 am Sunday School 
9:45 am Confirmation 
 
 
 
Thursdays:  
6:30 pm Worship 
7:15 Fellowship 
 

         
  
 
 
 


