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In Case of Pastoral Emergency: Call Pastor Vicki 920-450-7796
www.contactus@calvarytr.org
Office hours vary: Call ahead!

920-793-3917

CALVARY GARDENS S.O.S.

After a few years of dwindling
numbers, we are finally accepting the
reality that we no longer have a
gardening committee. We have a few
individuals who come work when they
can but that is about it. The gardens
are one of the ways that our little
church can get noticed by passerbys.
Please help us be able to keep them…
Little by little, the grounds are coming alive
again as Spring comes to Two Rivers
(despite the usual ‘cooler near the lake’
forecasts). We are asking members to get
together as family, friends or ministries to
put in an hour or two where and when they
can. Jobs to be done include picking up
litter, pulling early weeds, cutting off dead
growth or trimming bushes where needed.
Garden waste can be put in the two
designated garbage cans behind the church
(between the back door and the shed).
SOS! Your help is needed. Contact Rita
Kreeger at 794-8520.

‘TIS THE SEASON….
For celebrations! Whether it is for Mother’s
Day, Father’s Day, graduations or family
cook-outs, SCRIP is a must have. Consider
picking up gift cards for all the special
occasions, restaurant and grocery store
cards for your food needs, and gas cards for
summer road trips. Calvary Scrip offers
one-stop shopping for a variety of cards.
Easy to buy, easy to use and an easy way to
raise money for Calvary’s ministries!

PENTECOST GERANIUMS
While we are on the subject of gardens, we
look forward to brightening them with our
Pentecost geraniums (to be planted shortly
after Pentecost Sunday, June 4). Look for
the order form inside this newsletter.
Please get your forms and funds in to the
church office (or in to the collection basket
by May 20th).

SYNOD ASSEMBLY SERVICE
PROJECT
Brian and Barb Jensen will represent
Calvary at the Synod Assembly May 19-20.
They will take our donations for the Synod
Assembly Service Project with them. This
year, donations are being collected to
support The Safe Haven in Shawano, which
serves the needs of survivors of domestic
violence.
There is a collection basket in the Gathering
Space for your donations of:
Disinfectant wipes / spray
All-purpose liquid cleaner
Liquid dish soap
Dryer sheets
Vinyl gloves
Baby wipes and
Laundry detergent (“he” detergent)
Thank you for support this worthy cause!

Pastor’s
Message
Radically New!
It was such a shocking thing that God did in
the resurrection, that the first followers of
Jesus could not comprehend what
happened. Mary stood weeping outside the
tomb. Thomas insisted on seeing the mark
of the nails for himself. The disciples on the
road to Emmaus were perplexed; they had
hoped that Jesus was the one to redeem
Israel.
God’s plans for us can be difficult for us to
understand. New life and a new creation
are just that, new- something we have
never experienced before. Our lives take
turns that are surprising, even
disconcerting. There are times when we
can’t move forward without further proof,
times when despair occupies us and makes
it hard to hear what God is trying to tell us.
What does God do to get through to us?
The resurrection appearances of Jesus
indicate that Jesus comes to us and
consoles us. He is not frustrated, not
impatient with our lack of vision and
understanding. Our weeping and ranting
does not offend him. Our questioning and
insistence on evidence does not threaten
him. Jesus met his confused followers long
ago where they were. He does the same for
us today.

The joy of this Easter Season is that because
of the power of the resurrection, Christ is
with us to share life with us. Like in the
gospel accounts, there is playfulness in his
presence with us that encourages and
revives us. If spending time in prayer is
important in Lent, how much more so
should we talk things over with the Risen
Christ during the seven weeks of Easter.
There are 10 more days in the Easter
season, 50 days of rejoicing so that we can
give ample time to grasping the
resurrection vision that God has for us.
God may be saying surprising things to us.
Whatever we need; proof like Thomas,
reassurance like Mary, restored hope like
the Emmaus disciples, the Risen Christ
meets us where we are and supplies what
we need. In these weeks of Easter, God in
Christ is drawing us into his friendship and
empowering us as resurrection people.
Alleluia!
Pastor Vicki

Yoked Parish
Have you been in on conversations about
becoming a Yoked Parish with St Paul,
Manitowoc? Look for an information sheet
on the sign-up table if you were not able to
attend the Forum April 30th. Please pray
and participate in considering this
possibility for Calvary.

CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE FOR
2017 BEING PLANNED!!
On Friday, July 21 from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm
and on Saturday July 22 from 9:00 am to
3:00 pm, Calvary will be holding a Rummage
Sale in the Church Basement with the
proceeds benefiting the General Fund. This
is a good excuse for house cleaning! We
are in need of your gently used items to be
donated for the sale. We do NOT accept
clothing or shoes for the sale. We accept
jewelry, purses and bags, and any other
household, Christmas, decorative items,
candles, furniture, etc. Items should be
clean and in working order. If the items are
coming from another rummage sale,
PLEASE REMOVE ALL PRICE TAGS!! If you
are donating computer equipment, exercise
equipment or TV’s that don’t sell, they need
to be picked up after the sale because the
Thrift Store may or may not accept them.
Items can be brought to the church starting
on Sunday, June 25 until the sale. Please
bring items down to the Fellowship Hall.
Perhaps call the office first to make sure
that someone is there and the door would
be open. We will be selling baked goods at
the sale. And your donations are gratefully
appreciated! Cakes, cookies, bars, etc. will
be accepted. (No heavily frosted cakes or
bars please, as they are hard to wrap.)
Workers are needed beforehand for sorting
through all of the items, setting up tables
and organizing the items on tables. Workers
are needed on the days of the sale and then
as a clean-up crew on Saturday after the
sale ends at 3:00 pm to box up all the items
that are left.
Sue Becker is in charge of the Rummage
Sale. If you have any questions, Sue can be

reached at 553-7688. Thank You!

THANK YOU...
For the Easter Breakfast!
Thanks to the Arneman and Shimanek
families and all the hardworking cooks and
helpers for our Easter Breakfast. The food
was delicious and the fellowship was
delightful.

For the Easter flowers!
Joe & Bonny Bitto in memory of Norm Cope
The Dows in memory of Gramma &
Grandpa Gregory & Janie Gregory
Brian & Barb Jensen in honor of their
children and grandson
John & Rita Kreeger in honor of their
children and granddaughters
Cindy Schmidt in memory of Gary Schmidt
and in honor of Ana, Connor, Alexandria,
Lindsay, Matthew and Corban.

For your service, Ben and Jeff!
Ben Dow, as your council term and council
presidency end, we thank you for your many
hours of service and prayer. We appreciate
your sacrifice of time and energy leading
our Council and congregation during this
time of transition at Calvary. Your
dedication is greatly appreciated!
Thank you, Jeff Hinze, for the hard work and
long hours you put in being Calvary’s
treasurer. We appreciate the great job you
did!

For volunteering!
Thank you, Ken Mittag, for volunteering to
be the new church treasurer. Thanks also to
Cindy Schmidt, Rita Kreeger and Stan Phelps
for volunteering to serve on Council.

In Our Prayers
As a family of
Christians growing in
faith through worship
and service, we lift up our fellow family
members in prayer –
All those serving in the military, especially,
Dawn Orta (Sonja DeVore’s niece),
Benjamin Mattes, Peter Mattes (Dr. Erich &
Ollie Press’ grandsons) and Kyle Mohr.
All those dealing with health concerns,
especially
John Thomas (friend of the Quilters), Lois
Pieschel, Lois Phelps, Bev Schmidt, Brian
Jensen, Sue Becker Carrie Curcio, Lisa Aden
John Springstube (TR police officer), Debbie
Hinze, Chris Decker (Brian Jensen’s friend),
Louise Larsen (Sue Becker’s friend), Brenda
Gartman (Sue Becker’s niece), Sandra
Fechner, Andy Fechner (Kay Fechner’s son),
Theo Hoffman and mother (Kay Fechner’s
friends), Barb (Nancy Hartfield’s mother),
Kyle Dehart (Kay Fechner’s grandson), Scott
Spiering, Georgette Bucher (DeVore’s
daughter), Dr. Erich Press, Helen Christoffel,
Gertrude Kaminsky, Tom Loughead, Shirley
Puls, Eileen Tonkin, Vivian Waskow, Gail
Winter.
Prayer requests must be renewed every 6
weeks. Please fill out a form found on the
Prayer table in the Gathering Space.
In order to include names on our prayer
list, we must have the direct and explicit
permission of the person involved.

A NOTE OF THANKS
Dear Calvary Family, Thank you all for all
the healing thoughts, get-well wishes,
prayers and visits. I definitely believe in the
power of prayer. I am home now and hope
to be back at church soon. Next surgery is
scheduled for May. I am very blessed to be
part of such a wonderful and caring church
family.
Bev Schmidt

Be sure to congratulate these May birthday and
anniversary celebrants!

BIRTHDAYS
7 Matthew Staude
12 Lynn Skarvan
13 Mercedes Skarvan
15 Timothy Schmidt
16 Kyle Bruhn
17 Janice Siewert
18 Christine Pelaez
23 Jacquelyn Siebert
24 Anna Fechner
27 Erin DeVore
27 Tarin Hinze
31 Bonny Bitto
31 Elizabeth Locke

ANNIVERSARIES
6 Mary Kadrowski
16 Mark and April Gass
18 David and Sonja DeVore

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?
Please let the office know!

COUNCIL COMMENTARY
This communication serves to highlight Church Council
activities and actions at its most recent meeting on
Tuesday, April 18th. Its intent is to improve
understanding of the ideas and issues being considered.
Each Council meeting opens with a devotional to help
center our thoughts in God’s Mission. Led by Pastor
Vicki, we listened to a reading of the Easter Story. It
opens with the intense emotions of “fear and great joy”
and closes with the great commission. This is quite
appropriate for CLC as we focus on its missional
implications. Are we a mission or maintenance church
and what barriers exist that form obstacles to mission?
In the discussion that followed, all agreed that CLC
consistently looks for ways to meet the needs of people
in our community and in the world. Recognition and
celebration of this characteristic may help CLC find its
mission mentality.
To facilitate this process, a leadership retreat was held
on Saturday, April 1st. In the report submitted to
Council, we shared and reviewed the insights from the
retreat…What is Calvary like? – Where is God Leading
Calvary? – Where is God already at work? – What are
felt needs in Two Rivers? – How do the answers to
these questions relate to our stated mission?
Based on the congregational input provided over the
past year from surveys, individual and group discussion,
two primary missional areas of focus have been
identified. These include 1. Substance Abuse and
Recovery Support and 2. Youth at Risk through
prevention/support. Both of these areas build on
connections that CLC has fostered over the years. The
Council will include these in a draft form to be
presented in more detail and a final review at a
congregational forum planned for Sunday, April 30th.
Once this review is complete, they will be incorporated
into our MSP call documents.
Pastor Vicki reflected on a busy Lenten/Easter season
and deemed it successful and meaningful. The joint
Good Friday service/social with St. Paul’s provided
continued opportunities to build connections. A plan is

beginning to take shape that would advance the process
of forming a yoked parish with St. Paul’s. The
consensus is that both groups seem ready. This plan
was outlined and included the following steps:
1. Joint Meetings (Executive
Committees/Transition Teams) starting in May
to discuss details of our partnership, what we
want to do together and hopes for the future.
The meetings would be facilitated by the synod.
2. Discuss in each congregation what framework
and vision for the Yoked Parish emerges - Early
Summer.
3. Shape the MSP's details accordingly, seeking
approval from the respective Councils before
submission to the Synod.
4. A joint Call Committee begins to interview
candidates by late summer or fall.
The process of forming a yoked parish will also
be discussed at the congregation forum on April
30th following the worship service. This will be
an important meeting for those interested in
the future of CLC. All are encouraged to attend!

A number of strategies were discussed to improve
communication at CLC. The Council approved the
development and use of electronic distribution lists
(similar to the Prayer Chain model) for use in
disseminating information about weekly meetings and
activities at CLC.

2017 Council Members are:
Joe Bitto - President
Cindy Schmidt – Vice President
Brian Jensen – Secretary
Nancy Boyles, George Perry, Stan
Phelps, Rita Kreeger and Hannah
Shimanek

JUNE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
MAY 15
newsletter@calvarytr.org

Fellowship
We all enjoy refreshments as we visit together following worship. Unfortunately those treats do not just appear
like the manna in the desert. Please sign up on the sheets in the Gathering Space if you are willing to provide
and/or serve refreshments.

Students Graduating?
Please notify the office by Sunday, May 14, if you or someone you know is graduating this
spring. We need the student’s name, school and degree (for college students.).

TREP NEWS
The annual Mail Carriers Food Drive will be on Saturday, May 13 this year. TREP is counting on members from the
affiliated churches to help with sorting and putting away the gathered food. Calvary volunteers will be helping from
12:00 – 2:00 that day. Please consider signing up, sharing your time and
making a difference! Also remember to put out your bag of food to be
picked up by the Mail Carriers

PENTECOST FLOWERS
Now is the time to order geraniums for Pentecost Worship.
These flowers will be planted in our gardens after decorating our
Sanctuary.
Fill out and return the form below in a specially marked envelope available
from the ushers. Include your check or cash for the amount shown and put it
in the offering plate. You may also turn in forms and funds to the church office, but no
later than May 20th please.
------------------------- tear here ---------------------------------------------------------------------Your name: _________________________________
# Geraniums ________ x $2.20 = _________________
Total funds inclosed ____________
Given in Memory of ______________________________________________________
Given in Honor of ________________________________________________________
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

6:30 Comnunion
7:00 AlAnon

7:00 NA

6:00 AA

10

11

12

13
TREP Postal Carrier
Food Drive

.
7:00 AA

6:30Worship
7:00 N.A.

6:00 AA

18
11:00 Worship at
Atrium

19
SYNOD ASSEMBLY
GREEN BAY

20
SYNOD ASSEMBLY

7 Installation of
Council Members
9:00 Worship with
Communion
10:00 Fellowship
10:15 Sunday school
Confirmation class

8

14
9:00 Worship
10:00 Fellowship
10:15 Sunday school
Confirmation class

15
Newsletter Deadline

16

17

6:00 Church Council
7:00 AA

4:30 TREM meeting

7:00 AA

21
9:00 Worship with
Communion
10:00 Fellowship
10:15 Sunday school
Confirmation class

22

23

24

7:00 AA

7:00 N.A.

7:00 AA

28
9:00 Worship
10:00 Fellowship
Sunday School /
Confirmation

29

30

31

7:00 AA

7:00 N.A.

6:00 Finance
7:00 AA

9

7:00 AA

9:00 Quilters – Last
Day Quilting until Fall
6:00 Council
7:00 NA

7:00 N.A.

7:00 AlAnon

6:30 Worship with
Communion
7:00 Al-Anon
25

7:00 N.A.

6:00 AA

26

27

7:00 N.A.

6:00 AA

6:30 Worship
7:00Al-Anon
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May 2017
Join us for Worship, Education &
Fellowship
Sundays
9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Fellowship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Confirmation

Thursdays:
6:30 pm Worship
7:15 Fellowship

