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We are Lutheran – 362 of us gathered together in Green Bay May 19-20 under this theme.  Clergy, 

Deacons and lay “ministers”, we represented the 125 congregations of our synod with 82,000 baptized 

members.  We worshiped, celebrated successes and supported others in need sharing our ideas and 

faith in practice.  As we observe the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, we live the message of the 

Reformation in the present. The power of the word of God to save and transform lives is as important 

today as in Luther's time.  We are Lutheran – in a world still in need of God’s grace and mercy and 

peace. 

As with any gathering of this type, there were many opportunities provided for worship.    The 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation is the first time that Roman Catholics have celebrated this anniversary 

along with Lutherans.  This Synod Assembly was remarkable in that Bishop Ricken of the Roman Catholic 

Green Bay Diocese both participated in the shared communion and was the preacher at the opening 

worship.  In his homily, Bishop Ricken acknowledged that we have much more in common than apart.  

With a focus on Jesus and the mission of the Gospel, we can move forward together with one hope 

loving and respecting each other.  We are all branches connected to the vine.  It only took 500 years to 

get to this point…  A second worship celebration, For the Healing of the Nations, was an intercessory 

prayer for peoples, lands and nations based on Isaiah 65 and Revelation 21.  As we gathered beneath 

the Tree of Life, we held those in conflict up in our prayer.  The final worship, both commemorated the 

500th Anniversary of the Reformation and celebrated the irrevocable reconciliation that we have 

received through faith in Jesus Christ.  “Reconciliation – the Love of Christ Compels Us”. 

Building Bridges was a recurring theme also emphasized in a number of lectures, workshops and hallway 

consultations throughout the Assembly.  The Rev. Dr. Martin Lohrmann, Professor of Lutheran 

Confessions & Heritage at Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, was featured at the Assembly, 

presenting a number of lectures as well as a workshop.  An expert on Martin Luther, he explored the 

heart of Luther’s theology and what it means to be Lutheran – from its faith origins down to a personal 

daily journey.  Building bridges as citizens…building bridges from talk to action and tending the bond 

between God and our hearts.  We have a mission to receive and share the freedom of Christ.   

Of the many breakout sessions offered, the group from CLC attended a session entitled, Building Bridges 

with our Neighbors.  A number of proven strategies were presented and practiced to better equip a 



congregation to connect with our community.  It is hoped that we can both share and put these into 

practice as empowered by our mission to receive and share the freedom of Christ. 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/rmweXyEeoBw 

Throughout the assembly, time was provided to explore the Reformation experience in a “Reformation 

Carnival” room as well as roam the hallways meeting with representatives from many of the affiliated 

ELCA ministries in action, and even, other Lutherans.  These ministries ranged from Crossways to the 

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering to Lay School to Re-imagining Church initiatives and more.  Information was 

gathered for sharing with interested CLC members. 

The “business” of the Synod must be attended to.  Reports, budgets, elections and resolutions were 

considered and made official.   It should be noted that 50% of what the East Central Synod receives in 

support from our ongoing “First Fruits” commitment is moved to the larger ELCA church for mission 

support as a powerful proclamation of our faith…building bridges with a world in need of God’s love.   

At CLC, we are experiencing the challenges in a time of pastoral transition.  The commitment of our 

synod is to walk with congregations through these times by providing support, guidance and counsel 

along the way.  Certainly, the availability of Pastor Amy Engebose and other synod resource staff will 

prove invaluable in our journey.  These are critical resources for CLC as we re-imagine our church and 

build bridges with other congregations and our community. 

Reorganization of the synod staff continues.  The Resource Center is itself being transformed into a new 

ministry that will meet the changing needs of a church in mission today.  The vision and strategy is for 

the Center to be replaced by an EPIC Hub (Equipping People in Congregations) that will link 

congregations across the synod and ecumenically to the resources for leadership and faith formation 

with new technology and innovative programs. 

Stories form a powerful tool for communicating ideas and witness to the power of our life together in 

the Church.  Throughout the assembly, faith stories were shared from around our synod.  From 

examples of a yoked parish in Stevens Point to a multi-denominational use of church space in Appleton 

to a ukulele choir in Wausau, these video vignettes punctuated the assembly and bore witness to a 

church alive and re-imaging itself – on the winds of the Spirit. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to represent Calvary! 

 

Brian and Barb Jensen 

 


